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WORTH & VALUE

The ubiquitous coin jar, a fixture in homes
around the world. At the close of the day, as
pockets are emptied and purses

made lighter, coins are removed and = [); scover Coin Values

without much thought are casually
tossed into some sort of collection
vessel. There the coins accumulate &
until such a time as they are re- &
moved, taken to a “Coin-Star” ma-
chine where they are tallied up, a
receipt is printed, then turned in for
“real” paper money. It is assumed
by the vast majority that the coins
are worth a few cents each; face val-
ue. A dime is worth ten cents, and
so on. However, there are some
coins that have worth and value far
beyond face worth.

While it is true that “back in the day” a dime
could buy a full size chocolate bar, a daily news-
paper, a cup of coffee and so much more. A
dime doesn’t go that far today, yet there are
those who look beyond face value and see
worth. Even if that coin may be a bit tarnished,
abused and battered there remains value, and
wise is the one who sees the worth.

“So God created man in His own image, in the
image of God He created him, male and female
He created them.” (Genesis 1:27)

Life can make even the strongest among us feel
old, worn-out, battered and tattered. Regardless,
God sees in each one worth and value. Consider
the attitude being expressed in Isaiah 49:15.
“Can a woman forget her nursing child, And
have no compassion on the son of her womb?
Even these may forget, but I will not forget you.”

There a powerful visual illustration that is em-
ployed by instructors, motivational speakers and
so forth, that conveys the value of the individual.

The speaker takes out a crisp, new hundred dol-
lar bill, it is held up for all to see. The question
is then asked, “who wants this?”
Those in the audience raise their
» hand in hopeful anticipation. The
-~ speaker, then wads up the hundred
" % dollar bill, he asks the question
again, the hands once again fly up
in the air. Not done with the mon-
ey, the speaker tosses it to the floor,
8 and grinds it down under foot. By
To% | this time, the crispness has gone out
¥ the bill, it is somewhat dirty, and
L | even torn at places around the edg-
. es. Nevertheless, hands still raised
when asked who wants it. The les-
son is obvious; no matter what was
done to the money, it did not decrease in value.

“The Lord appeared to him from afar, saying, ‘I
have loved you with an everlasting love; there-
fore I have drawn you with lovingkind-
ness.” (Isaiah 31:3) In the first chapter of 1Peter,
Peter makes evident that worth and value on the
part of God for all is seen in that He gave His
Son to pay the price for our redemption (see verses
6-9,17-25). In Romans the fifth chapter, Paul on
his part succinctly wrote, “But God demonstrates
His own love toward us, in that while we were
vet sinners, Christ died for us.” (ve6) Previously it
had been noted, “we were still helpless”, then a
bit further in the chapter, “we were enemies”,
yet in all of this God saw worth and value.
Praise be to God.

Try and not let the rigors of life drag you down
so that you fail to see your worth and value. Take
some time and look back at Matthew 6:25-34,
and be reminded, “Are you not worth more than
they?” Then consider, how Paul closes the sixth
chapter of 1Corinthians. “For you have been
bought with a price; therefore glorify God in
your body.”  wwe)



